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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 JIDDA 05590 111401Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

094253 111402Z/45 

0 111327Z AUG 77 

FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

TO AMEMBASSY LONDON NIACT IMMEDIATE 
INFO USDEL SECRETARY IMMEDIATE 
SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9257 

CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 5590 

EXDIS 

USDEL PLS PASS TO MR. HABIB FROM ATHERTON 

LONDON PLS PASS TO MR. KINSOLVING 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (ATHERTON, ALFRED L.) 

SUBJECT: ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON'S TRAVEL 

1 . UPON ARRIVAL TAIF, I FOUND THERE IS SOME QUESTION 
ABOUT MY RESERVATIONS FRIDAY TO LONDON. IN ADDITION, 

1 WAS PRESSED BY PRINCE SAUD TO LET SAUDIS FLY ME TO 
LONDON ON EXECUTIVE JET WHICH PICKED ME UP THIS 
MORNING IN AMMAN, TO POINT WHERE AMB. WEST FELT FONMIN 
WOULD BE OFFENDED IF I CONTINUED TO REFUSE. SAUD 
ARGUED INTER ALIA THAT SAUDIS FEEL RESPONSIBLE FOR MY 
SECURITY AND DID NOT WANT ME TRAVELLING ON COMMERCIAL 
FLIGHT. WHILE I DO NOT PERSONALLY THINK THIS IS A 
PROBLEM, HE WAS QUITE INSISTENT. IN CIRCUMSTANCES, I 

HAVE AGREED TO ACCEPT SAUDI OFFER AND WILL CONSEQUENTLY 
BE ARRIVING LONDON TODAY, AUGUST 1 1 . 

2. FOR LONDON: FLIGHT INFORMATION IS AS FOLLOWS: 

SPECIAL SAUDI AIRLINES FLIGHT SV 7278 IS SCHEDULED 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 JIDDA 05590 111401Z 

TO DEPART JIDDA AT 1330 ZULU AND ESTIMATED TO ARRIVE 
LONDON HEATHROW AT 2130 ZULU. AIRCRAFT IS GRUMANN 
GULFSTREAM G-2 REGISTERED HZ-AFH RPT HZ-AFH; SELCALL 
CMEF RPT CMEF. 

3. REQUEST EMBASSY LONDON CONTACT SAUDIA AIRLINES 

AT HEATHROW HOTEL TO CONFIRM ARRIVAL TIME AND ARRANGE 
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TO MEET MR. ATHERTON AT VIP QUARTERS GATE AND 
PROVIDE TRANSPORTATION FROM AIRPORT TO PERMIT 
MR. ATHERTON TO JOIN THE SECRETARY'S PARTY. 
WEST 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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